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E are tome to gether to day/ 

Pp fathers and ryght wyſe men 

to entre councel: in the whi- 
che/what ye wyll do / and what mat- 
ters ye will handle /yet we vnderſtãde 
nat. But we wyſſhe / that ones re⸗ 


me bꝛynge your name and pꝛofeſſion / 
ye wolde mynde tbe refoꝛmation of 
the churches matter. For bit was 
neuer mote nede ; And the ſtate of 
the churche dyd neuer deſyꝛe mote - 
your endeuours. Foꝛ the ſpouſe of 
Chꝛiſte / the churche / whome ye 
wolde ſhulde be without ſpotte or. 
wWꝛyncle / is made foule and euyll fa- 
uoꝛed/as ſayth Eſaias: the faytbfull 
citie is made an harlotte: And as 
ſaithe Heremias: She bath done le⸗ 
cherye with many louers: wherby 
ſhe hath conceyued many ſedes of 
wickednes / and dayly bꝛyngeth foꝛth 
verye foule frute . wherfoꝛe J came 
hyther to day fathers/to warne you / 

45 A. ij. that 


Truely it had ben meter foꝛ ſome one 


that of this your concel with al your 
mynde/ ye tbynke vpon the refoꝛma⸗ 
tion of the churche. But foꝛſothe J 
came nat willigly : foꝛ I knewe myne: 
vnwoꝛthy nes. J ſawe beſyde / howe 
harde it was to pleaſe the pꝛeciſe iu. 
gement of ſo many men. Fo: I iuged 
it vtterly vn woꝛthy ⁊̃ vnmete / ye and 
Amoſt to malapert / that J a ſeruant/ 
ſÞulde counſayle my loꝛdes: That I 
a ſone/ſ buld teache you my fathers. 


of the fathers / that is to ſay/you pꝛe- 
lates myght haue done it with moꝛe 
graue auctoꝛite/⁊ greatter wiſedome. 
But the cõmaundement was to be 0- 
beyed of the mooſte reuerent father 
and loꝛde / the archebyſ hoppe / pꝛe- 
ſydent of this councell/whiche layde 
vpon me this burden / truely to heuy 
fo: me. we rede / that the pꝛophette 
Samuell ſayde: O bedience is bets. 


ter than ſgcrifice ? wherfoꝛe * 
and 


. L 


and rygbt worthy men / Tp:aye you- 
and beſeche you / that this daye ye 
wolde ſuſtayne my weakenes with 
your goodnes and pacience. Fartber 
more to helpe me at the begynnynge 
with your good p:9ycrs. And befoꝛe 
all thynge let vs pꝛaye vnto god tbe 
father almighty. Fyꝛſte remeẽbꝛynge 
our moſt holy father the e / ⁊ all 
ſpirituall paſtours / with ati chꝛiſten 
people / farther moꝛe the moſte reuce 
rent father ⁊̃ loꝛde the archebyſhop 
pꝛeſydente of this councell / and all 
byſboppes / and all the Llergye/and 
all the people of Englande: Remem- 
binge finally this your cõgregation / 
deſyꝛyng god to inſpire your myndes 
ſo accoꝛdyngly to agre / to ſuche pꝛo- 
fyte and frute of tbe churche / that 
ye ſeme nat after the councell fynyſ- 


ſhed to haue bene gethered to ge- 


ther in vayne and without cauſe. 
Tette ys all ſay Pater noſter. 
| A.iij. To 
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To exhoꝛte you reuerent fatbers to 
the endeuour of refozmation of the 
cburcbes eſtate ; bycauſe that nothĩg 
bath ſo disfigured the face of the 
churcbe / as bath the facion of ſecular 
and woꝛldly lyuynge in clerkes and 
pꝛiſtes : I knowe nat where moꝛe c04 
ucnicntly to take begynnynge of my 
tale / than of the apoſtle Paule / in 
whole temple ye are gethered to ge- | 
ther. For he wꝛitynge ynto the Ro- | 
manes /7 vnder their name vnto you 
ſaith: Be you nat confoꝛmed to this 
woꝛlde: but be you refoꝛmed in the 
newnes of your vnderſt andyng / that 
ye may pꝛoue what is the good wyll 
of god well pleaſynge and perfecte. 
This dyd tbe apoſtle wꝛite to al chꝛi- 
ſten men / but moſt chiefly vnto pꝛiſtes 
and byſſ hops. Pꝛiſtes and byſſhops 
are the light of the woꝛlde. Foꝛ vnto 
them ſaidc our ſauiour: you are the 
lyghtgof the wozlde, Ind be ſ _ 
EE 


alſo : If the lyghte that is in the be | 
darkenes / how darke ſhal thc darke⸗- 
nes be? That is to ſay / if pꝛiſtes and 
byſſ hops / that ſhulde be as lyghtes 
rõne in the darke way of the woꝛlde / [ 
bowe darke than ſhall the ſecular | 
pcople be? wherfoꝛe ſaint Paule ſaid =! 
cC6hiefly vnto pꝛiſtis and biſſ hops: Be | 

! 


you nat confoꝛmable to this woꝛlde / 
but be ye refourmed. In the whiche 
woꝛdes the apoſtle doth two tbyng]. 
Fyꝛſt he dotbe foꝛbyd that we be nat 
confoꝛmable to the woꝛlde ⁊ be made 
carnall. Farthermoꝛe be doth com- 
maundc that we be refoꝛmed in the 
ſpirite of god / wherby we are ſpiri⸗ 
tuall. J entendyng to folowe this 02- 
der / will ſpeke firſt of confirmation / 
thã after of refoꝛmation. Be you nat 


ſaith he) cõfoꝛmable to this woꝛlde. 
be apoſtle calleth the woꝛlde / the 


wayes and maner of ſccular lyuyng: 
the whiche chiefly doth reſte in foure 
A. iiij. cuylles 
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euylles of this woꝛlde: that is to 


ſaye in diuiliſſhe pꝛide /in carnall con» 
cupiſcence / in woꝛldlye couetouſnes / 
in ſecular buſines: Theſe gre in the 

woꝛlde / as faynt Jobn tbe apoftle 

witneſſethe in his piſtell canonicall. 
For he ſaithe: All thynge that is in 

the woꝛlde / is eyther the concupi- 

ſcence of the fleſſ he / 02 the concupi- 
ſcẽce of the eies / oꝛ pꝛide of lyfe. The 
ſame are now ⁊̃ reigne in the church / 
and in men of the churche / that we 
may ſeme truely to ſaye / all thynge 
that is in the churche / is either con- 
cupiſcence of fleſhe / oꝛ eies / oꝛ pꝛide 
of lyfe. And fyꝛſt foꝛ to ſpeke of pꝛide 
ot life / howe moche gredines and ap- 
petite of honour and dignitie is nowe 
a dayes in men of the churche ? How 
ronne they/ye al moſte out of bꝛethe/ 
from one benefice to an other: from 
the leſſe to the moꝛe / from the lower 


to the bygber ? wbo ſeeth nat this ? 
| wo 


C remmmmmanied 


who ſeynge this ſoꝛoweth nat? 


Wore ouer theſe that are in the fame {| 
| 
? 


dignities the mooſte parte of them 
dothe go with fo ſtatelye a counte- 
naunce and with ſo bighe lokes / that 
they ſeme nat to be put in the humble 
byſſ hopꝛike of Chꝛiſte / but rather in 
the highe loꝛdeſ hyp / and power of | 
the woꝛlde / nat knowyng / noꝛ aduerꝰ⸗ 
tiſynge / what Chꝛiſte/the mayſter of / 
all mekenes fayde vnto his diſciples/ 
whome he called to be byſſ hoppes j 
and pꝛiſtis: The pꝛincis of pcople | 
(ſaythe he) haue loꝛdſ hyp of them: 
and thoſe that be in auctoꝛitie haue 
| Power: but do ye nat ſo: but he that 
es greatter amonge you / let hym be 
miniſter, He that is higheſt ĩ dignite / 
be he the ſcruit of all men. The ſone 
of man came nat to be mynyſtred vn- 
to / but to miniſtre. By whiche word! 
our ſauiour doth plainly teach /that 
tbe mayſtrye in the churche / is none 
A. y. other 
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other thynge than a mynyſtration: 
And tbe. byghe dignitie in a man of 


the churche to be none other thynge 
than a meke ſeruice. | 


The ſeconde ſecular euyll is carnall 
concupiſcence. Vath nat this vice ſo 
growen and waxen in the churche as 
a fludde of theyꝛ luſte? fo that there 
is nothyng loked foꝛ moꝛe diligently / 
in this moſte beſye tyme / of the moſte 
parte of pꝛiſtes / than that that doth 
delite and pleaſe the ſenſes? They 
gyue them ſelfes to feaſtes and bane 
kettynge : They ſpende them ſelfe in 
vaine babling: They gyue them ſelfe 
to ſpoꝛtes and playes: They applye 
tbem ſelfe to huntyng and haukyng. 
They dꝛowne them ſelfe in the delites 
of this woꝛldc. Pꝛocurers 7 fynders 
of luſtes they ſet by. Againſt the whi 
che kynde of men / Judas tbe apoſtle 


criethe out in his piſtell / ſayinge: wo 


ynto them / whiche haue gone the 
way 


way of Cain. They are foule ⁊ beaſtly 
feſtyng in their meates without feare 
ynge them ſelfe: fluddes of tbe 
Wylde ſee / fomynge fomyng out their 
confuſions: vnto whom the ſtoꝛme of 
darkenes is reſerued foꝛ euerlaſtyng. 


Couetouſenes is the thyꝛde ſecular 
euyll : the whiche ſaynt Johũ the a- 
poſtle calleth cõcupiſcence of the eies: 
Saynt Paule callethe bit idolatrye. 
This obomynable peſtilence hath ſo 
entred in the mynde / almoſte of all 
pꝛiſtis / and ſo hath blynded the eies 
of the mynde / that we are blynde to 
all thĩges / but only vnto thoſe/ which 
leme to bꝛinge vnto vs ſome gaynes. 
Foꝛ what other thinge ſeke we nowe 
a dayes in the churche / than fatte be- 
nefices and hyghe pꝛomotions ? yea 
and in the ſame pꝛomotions /of what 
other thynge do we paſſe vpon / than 
of our tithes and rentes ? That we 
care nat bowe many / how 1 

OWE 


bowe great benefices we take / ſo that 


they be of greatte valure. 

O couetouſenes: ſaint Paule iuſtly 
called the the roote of all euyll Of 
the cometh this * of bene⸗ 
fices vpon benefices: Of the ſo great 
penſions aſſigned of many benefices | 
reſigned : Of the all the ſuynge foꝛ 
tithes / foꝛ offrynge / foꝛ moꝛtuaries/ 
fo: delapidations / by the right ⁊ title 
of the churche: Foꝛ the wich thige 
we ſtryue no leſſe than foꝛ our owne 
lyfe: O couetoulnes : of the cometh 
theſe chargeful viſitatiõs of biſhops: 

Of the comethe the coꝛruptenes of 
courtes and theſe dayly newe inuen⸗ 

tions: where with the ſelye people 

are ſo ſoꝛe vexed. Of the cometh the 
beſite and wantonnes of officials. 

O couctouſencs mother of all ini- 
quite. Of the comethe this feruent 
ſtudye of oꝛdinaryes to dilate theyꝛ 
iuriſdictions: Of the comethe this 

woode 


nn. | | 


woode and ragynge contention in oꝛ- 


dinaries / of the inſinuation of teſta- 
mentes: of the cometh the vnde we 
ſequeſtration of frutes : Of the co- 


meth the ſuperſtitious obſeruynge of 


all thoſe lawes / that ſounde to any 
lucre / ſcttynge a ſyde and diſpiſynge 
thoſe that concerne the amendement 
4 maners. what ſbulde J reherſe 
the reſte? To be ſhoꝛte / and to con- 
clude at one wozde : All cozruptnes / 
all the decaye of the churche / all the 
offences of the woꝛlde / come of the 
couetouſnes of pꝛiſtis. Accoꝛdyng to 
that of ſaynt Paule / that here I re- 
pete agayne / beate in to your eares: 
Louetouſnes is the roote of all euyll. 
AL be fourthe ſeculare euyll / that 
13 and maketh cuyll fauoꝛed 
tbe face of the churche / is the conti- 
nuall ſeculare occupation: wherein 
pꝛiſtes 7 bil hops nowe a dayes doth 
beſy them ſelſe / the ſeruantes rather 


of 


of men than of god: the warfionrs 
rather of this woꝛlde than of Lhiilt: 
Foꝛ the apoſtle Paule wꝛiteth vnto 
Zimothe: No man beinge goddes 
ſouldiour / turmoyle hym ſelfe with 
ſecular buſines. The warrig of them 
is nat carnall but ſpirituall. Foꝛ our 
warrynge is to pꝛay / to rede and ſtu / 
die ſcriptures / to pꝛeache the woꝛde 
of god / to mynyſtre the ſacramentes 
of helth / to do ſacrifice fo: the people / 
and to offre hoſtis foꝛ theyꝛ ſynnes. 
For we are mediatours and meanes | 
vnto god for men: The whiche ſaynt 
Paule wytneſſethe / wꝛitynge to the 

Hebꝛewes: Euery byſ bop (ſaith he) 
taken of men / is oꝛdayned foꝛ men in 
thoſe thynges that be vnto god /that 

he may offre gyftes and ſacrifices foꝛ 

ſynnes. wherfoꝛe thoſe apoſtles that 

were the fyꝛſte pꝛiſtes and byſhops/ 

dyd ſo mioche abhoꝛre from all ma- 
ner of medlynge of ſecular * 
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that they wolde nat mynyſtre the 
meate / that was neceſſarye to pooꝛe 
people⸗ all thoughe that was a great 
wotke of vertue: but they ſayde : it 
is nat mete / that we ſhulde leaue the 
woꝛde of god / and ſerue tables: we 
wyll be continually in pꝛayer / and 
pꝛeachynge the woꝛde of god. And 
ſaynt Paule criethe vnto the Coꝛin- 
thes. If you haue any ſecular beſy- 
nes / oꝛdeine them to be iuges/that be 
mooſte in contempte in the churche. 
without doubte / of this ſecularitie/ 
and that clerkes and pꝛiſtis (leauyng 
all ſpiritualnes) do tourmoyle them 
ſelfe with erthly occupations / many 
cuyls do folowe. Fyꝛſt the dighitie of 
pꝛiſthode is diſhonoured / the which 
is greatter than other the kynges oꝛ 
emperours: it is egall with the digni 
tie of angels. But the bꝛighines of 
this great dignitie is ſoꝛe ſhadowed 
won pꝛiſtis gre occupied inerthlye 
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thynges 2 whoſe tonuerſation ought 
Secondarily pꝛiſthode is diſpiſed 
wban there is no difference betwixte 
ſucbe pꝛiſtes ond lay people: but ac. 
coꝛdynge to tbe pꝛophecye of O zees 
As the people be /ſo are the pꝛiſtes. 
Thirdly tbe beautifull oꝛdre/⁊ holy 
dignitie in the churche / is conſuſed/ 
whan the bigbeſt in the churche do 
meddle with vile ⁊ ertbly tbyngl: ⁊ 
in their ſtede / vile ⁊ abiecte perſones 
do exerciſe high and beuenly tbiges. 
Fourtbly the lay people haue great 
occaſion of euylles and cauſe to fall / 
whan thoſe men whoſe duetie is to 
ꝛawe men from the affection of this 
woꝛlde: by their cotinuall còuerfatiõ 
in this woꝛlde: teche me to loue this 
woꝛlde / ⁊ of the loue of the woꝛlde 
caſt them downe beedlyng in to hell. 
Moꝛe ouer in ſuche pꝛiſtes / that are 
ſo beſied / there muſte nedes 1 — 
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bipocriſy. Fo: whbi they be ſo mixte 
and confuſed with the laye people / 
vnder the garment and habite of a 
pꝛiſte /they lyue playnely after the lay 
facion . Alſo by ſpirituall weakenes 
and bondage feare / whan they are 
made weake with the waters of this 
wotlde: they dare neither do noꝛ ſay / 
but ſuche thynges as they knowe to 
be pleaſaunt and thankefull to they: 
pꝛinces. At laſt ignoꝛancy and blynd- 
nes / whan they are blynded with the 
darkenes of this woꝛlde / they ſe no⸗ 
thyyge but erthly thynges. wherfoꝛe 
our ſauiour Chꝛiſt nat without cauſe/ 
dyd warne the pꝛelates of his cbur- 
che: Take hede (ſayde he) leſte your 
hartes be greued with glotonye and 
ꝛonkẽnes / and with the cares of this 
worlde / with the cares ( ſaytb be) of 
this woꝛlde / wherwith the hartes of 
pꝛiſtis beinge ſoꝛe charged / they can 
nat holde and lyfte yp m myndes 

to 
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to bygbe and heuenly thynges. 
Many other euylles there be-beſide 
thoſe that folowe of the ſecularitie 
of pꝛiſtis / whiche were longe here to 
reherce but J make an ende. 
Theſe be the foure euyls that J haue 
ſpoken of / O fathers / O pꝛiſtes / by 
the whiche we are confoꝛmable to 
this woꝛlde / by the whiche the face 
of the churche is made yll fauoured/ 
by the whiche the ſtate of it is diſtro⸗ 
ved / truely moche mote than it was 
in the begynnynge by the perſecution 
of tyꝛantes: oꝛ aſterwarde by the in⸗ 
uaſion that folowed of heretikes. 
Foꝛ in the perſecution of tyꝛantes / 
the churche beinge vexed was made 
ſtronger and bꝛighter: In the inug- 
ſion of heretikes / the churche beinge 
ſhaken / was made wyſer and moꝛe 
cunning in holy wꝛitte. But ſens this 
ſecularitie was bꝛought in / after that 


the ſecular maner of lyuynge crepfte 
in/ 


. 


rin / in the men of the churche: the 

roote of all ſpirituall lyfe / that is to 
ſay/charite was extincte: The which 
taken awaye / there can nother wyſe 
noꝛ ſtronge churche be in god. 

In this tyme alſo we perceyue con- 
tradiction of the laye people. But 
they are nat ſo moche contrary vnto 
vs / as we are our ſelfe: Noꝛ their cõ- 
trarynes hurteth nat vs ſo moche as 
the contrarynes of our euyll lyfe /the 
whiche is contrary bothe to god and 
Chꝛiſte. Foꝛ he ſayde: who that is 
nat with me / is agaynſt me. 

we are alſo nowe a dayes greued of 
heretikes / mẽ mad with marueilous 
foliſſhenes: but the hereſies of them 
are nat ſo peſtilent and pernicious vn 
to vs and the people / as the euyll and 
wicked lyfe of pꝛiſtis: the whiche (if 
we beleue ſaynt Barnarde) is a cer- 
tayne kynde of hereſie / and chiefe of 
all / and mooſte peryllous. Foꝛ that 
| B. ij. ſame 
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ſame holy father / in a certayne con- 
uocation/pꝛeachynge vnto the pꝛiſtis 
of his tyme / in a certayne ſermon / lo 
he ſayde by theſe woꝛdes. There be 
many catholyke and faythfull men in 
ſpeakynge and pꝛeachynge / the whi⸗ 
che ſame men are heretickes in woꝛ⸗ 
kynge : Foꝛ that that heretykes do 
by euyll teaching: that ſame do they 
thꝛoughe euyll example / they leade 
the people out of the rygbte waye / 
and bꝛynge them in to errour of life. 
And ſo moche they are woꝛſe than 
heretikes / howe moche their woꝛkes 
pꝛeuayle theyꝛ woꝛdes This that 
holy father ſaynt Barnarde / with a 
great and a feruente ſpirite / ſayde a- 
gaynſt the ſecte of euyll pꝛiſtis in his 
tyme: By whiche woꝛdes he ſhe⸗ 
weth playnly / to be two maner of he⸗ 
reſies / the one to be of peruerſe tea- 
chynge / and the other of naughtye 
lyfe? Of whiche this latter is wour 
gn 


ard mote perillous : the whicbe raig 
neth nowe in the churche in pꝛiſtis/ 
nat lyuynge pꝛiſtly but ſccularly / to 
the vtter and miſcrable diſtruction of 
the churche. wherfoꝛe you fathers / 
you pꝛiſtis/and all you of the clergie/ 
at the laſte loke vp and awake from 
this youre ſleepe in this foꝛgetfulle 
woꝛlde: And at the laſte / beinge well 
awaked / here Paule criege vnto you: 
Be you nat confoꝛmable vnto this 
woꝛlde. And this for the firſte parte. 
Nove let ys come to the ſeconde. 


The ſeconde parte of refoꝛmation. 


Vt be you refoꝛmed in the 

B newnes of your vnderſtan 
dyng. The ſeconde thyng 

that ſaynt Paule commaundeth / is 
that we be refourmed in to a newe vn 
derſtandynge / that we ſmelle thoſe 
thynges that be of god. Be we refoꝛ⸗ 
B. ij. med 
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med ynto thoſe thynges / that are cõ- 
trary to thoſe I ſpake of euen nowe 
that is to ſaye / to mekenes/to ſober- 
nes / to charitie / to ſpirituall occupa- 
tion: That as the ſayde Paule wꝛi- 
teth vnto Titus / Renienge al wicked 
nes and woꝛldlye deſyꝛes / we lyue in 
this woꝛlde ſoberlye / truelye / and 
vertuouſly. 
This refoꝛmation and reſtoꝛynge of 
the churches eſtate muſte nedes be- 
Pore of you our fathers / and ſo fo- 
owe in ys your pꝛiſtis / and in all the 
clergie: you are our heedes: you are 
an example of lyuyng vnto vs. Pnto 
vou we loke as vnto markes of our 
direction. In you and in your lyfe we 
deſire to rede as in lyuely bokes / how 
and after what facion we may lyue. 
wherfoꝛe if you wyll ponder © loke 
vpon our mottis-firke take away the 
blockes out of your cles. It is an olde 
pꝛouerbe: Phiſition hele thy ſelfe. 
you 


you ſpirituall phiſitions / firſte taſte 
you this medicine of purgation of 
maners : and than after offre vs the 
tame to taſte. 

The way / wherby the churche may 
be refoꝛmed in to better facion / is nat 
foꝛ to make new lawes. Foꝛ ther be 
lawes many / inowe / and out of nõbꝛe / 
as Solomon ſaith: Nothig is newe 
vnder the ſonne. Foꝛ the euyls that 
gre nowe in the churche / were befoꝛe 
in tyme paſte / and there is no faute / 
but that fathers haue pꝛouyded ve- 
rye good remedyes foꝛ it. There are 
no treſpaces / but that there be lawes 
agaynſt them in the body of the Ca- 
non lawe. Therfoꝛe it is no nede/that 
newe lawes and cõſtitutiõs be made: 
But that thoſe that are made all re- 
dye / be kepte / wherfoꝛe in this your 
aſſemble / let thoſe lawes / that are 
made / be called befoꝛe you reherſed. 


& bole lawes ( J ſaye) that reſtrayne 
B. iiij. vice / 
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vice / and thoſe that furder vertue. 
Fyꝛſte let thoſe lawes be reherſed / 
that do warne you fathers / that ye 
put nat ouer ſoone your handes on 
eucry man / oꝛ admitte vnto holy oꝛ- 
ders. Foꝛ there is the well of euyls / 
that the bꝛode gate of holy oꝛders 
opencd/ cucry man that offereth him 
elfe /is all where admytted / wit hour 
pullynge backe. Therof ſpꝛyngethe 
and cometb out tbe pcople / that are 
in the churche bothe of vnlerned and 
cuyll pꝛiſtis. It is nat inougbe foꝛ a 
pꝛiſte (after my iugement ) to conſtrue 
9 collette /to put forthe a queſtion / 02 
to anſwere to a ſophemec / but moche 
moꝛc a good/ a pure / and a holy life / 
appꝛoued maners / metely lernynge of 
holy ſcripture / ſome knowlege of the 
ſacramentces. Ebickcly and aboue all 
thynge the ſcare of god / and loue of 
the bcucnly lyfe. 

Let the lawes be reherſed / that c0- 
mgynde 


2 


maunde that benefices of the church 
be gyuen to thoſe that are woꝛthye: 
And that promotions be made in the 
churehe by the ryght balance of ver⸗ 
tue / nat by carnall affection: nat by 
the acception of perſones: wherby it 
happeneth nowe a dayes that boyes 
foꝛ olde men / fooles foꝛ wyſe men / e⸗ 
uyll foꝛ good do reigne and rule. 

Let the lawes be reherſed/that war 
reth agaynſt the ſpotte of Symonie. 
The whiche coꝛruption / the whiche 
infection / the which cruell and odible 
peſtilence ſo crepeth nowe abꝛode / as 
the canker euyll / in the myndes of 
pꝛiſtis / that many of them are nat a- 
ferde nowe a daycs / bothe by pꝛayer 
and ſeruice/rewardes and pꝛomeſſes/ 
to gette them great dignities. 

Let the lawes be reherſed/ that com 
maunde perſonal reſidence of curates 
in tbey2 churches. Foꝛ of this many 
cuylles growe: by cauſe all tbynges 
B. v. owe 
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nowe a vayes are done by vicaries 
and paryſſhe pꝛiſtis: ye and thoſe fo- 
liſſhe alſo/ and vnmete: and often ty- 
mes wycked : that ſeeke none other 
thinge in the people than foule lucre/ 
wherof cometb occaſion of euyll he- 
relies / and yll chꝛ iſtendome in the 
people. 

Let be reherſed the lawes and holy 
rules gyuen of fathers / of the lyfe 
and honeſtie of clerkes: that foꝛbyd 
that a clerke be no marchant/that be 
be no vſerer / that he be no hunter / 
that he be no cõmon player / that he 
bere no weapon. 

The lawes that foꝛbydde clerkes to 
baiite tauernes: that foꝛbydde them 
to haue ſuſpecte familiaritie with wo 
men. The lawes that commaunde 
ſobernes / and a meſurablenes in ap- 
parayle / and temperaunce /in adour- 

nynge of the body. 
Let be reberſed alſo to my loꝛdes 
theſe 
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tbeſe monkes/chanons / and religious 
men / the lawes that cõmaunde them 
to go the ſtrayte waye / that leadethe 
vnto heuen: leauynge the bꝛode way 
of the woꝛlde: that cõmaunde them 
nat to tourmoyle them ſelfe in buſy⸗ 
nes / nother ſecular noꝛ other: That 
commaunde / that they ſewe nat in 
pꝛincis courtes foꝛ erthlye thynges: 
Fo it is in the coũcell of Calcidinẽs / 
that monkes oughte onely to gyue 
them ſelfe to pꝛayer and faſtyng / and 
to the chaſtyſing of they: fleſſ he / and 

obſeruynge of theyꝛ rules. 
Aboue all thynges let the lawes be 
reherſed / that perteyne and concerne 
you my reuerent fathers and loꝛdes/ 
byſſ hops / lawes of your iuſte and ca- 
nonicall election: in the chaptres of 
your churches / with the callynge of 
the holy goſte. Foꝛ by cauſe that is 
nat done nowe a dayes / And by cauſe 
pꝛelates are choſen often tymes _ 
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be fauour of men than by the grace 
of god: Therfoꝛe truely haue we nat 
a fewe tymes byſ hops full littell ſpi⸗ 
rituall / men rather woꝛldly than be- 
uenly / ſauoꝛynge moꝛe the ſpirite of 
this woꝛlde thã the ſpirite of Chꝛiſt. 
Let the lawes be reherſed of the re- 
ſidence of byſ hops in theyꝛ dioceſis: 
that commaunde / that they loke di⸗ 
ligently / take hede to the helthe of 
ſoules: That they ſowe the woꝛde of 
god : That they ſbewe them ſelfe in 
theyꝛ churches / at the leaſte on great 
holye dayes. That they do ſacrifice 
for theyꝛ people: That they here the 
cauſes and matters of pourc menne / 
That they ſuſteine fatherles children 
and wydowes : That they exerciſe 
them ſelfe in woꝛkes of vertue. 

Lette the lawes be reherſed of the 
good beſtowynge of the patrimonye 
of Chꝛiſte. The lawes that com- 

maũde that tbe goodes of tbe _ 
be 
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the be ſpente / nat in coſtly byldynge/ 
nat in ſumptuous apparell / ⁊ põpis: 
nat in feaſtynge and bankettyng: nat 
in exceſſe and wantonnes: nat in enris 
chynge of kynsfolke: nat in kepynge 
of dogges / but in thynges ptofitable 
and neceſſarye to the churche. 

Foꝛ whan ſaynt Auguſtyne / ſome 
tyme byſſhoppe of Englande / dyd 
aſke the pope Gregoꝛie / howe that 
the byſſ hops ⁊ pꝛelates of Englande 
ſhulde ſpede their goodes/tbat were 
the offrynges of faythfull people. 
The ſayde pope anſwered (and his 
anſwere is put in the decrees / in the 
xy. chap. and ſeconde queſtion) that 
the goodes of byſ hops oughte to be 
deuided in to.iiij.partes: wherof one 
parte oughte to be to the byſhoppe 
and his bouſebolde: An other to his 
clerkes : The thyꝛde to repayꝛe and 
vpholde his tenemẽtes: The fourth 


to the poure people. 
Tet 
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Let the lawes be reherſed / ye and 
that often tymes / that take away the 
filtbes and vnclenlynes of courtes: 
that take awayc thoſe daylye newe 
founde craftes fot lucre: that beſye 
them to pulle awaye this foule coue- 
touſnes / the whiche is the ſpꝛynge ⁊ 
cauſe of all euylles: The whiche is 
the well of all iniquitie. 

At the laſte let be renewed thoſe la- 
wes and conſtitutions of fathers of 
the celebꝛation of coũcels / that com- 

maunde pꝛouinciall councelles to be 
oſtner vſed foꝛ the refoꝛmation of the 
churche. Foꝛ there neuer hapnethe 
nothĩg moꝛe hurtefull to the churche 
of Chꝛiſte / than the lacke bothe of 

councell generall and pꝛouinciall. 
whan theſe lawes / and ſuche other 
are reherſed that be foꝛ vs / and that 
concerne the coꝛrection of maners / 
there lacketh nothynge / but that the 
ſame be put in execution / with all au⸗ 
ctoꝛie 
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ctoꝛitie and power. | 

That ones ( ſeinge we haue a lawe } 
we lyue after the lawe. Foz the whi- 
che thynges / with al dewe reuerence / 
J call chiefly vpon you fathers. For 
this execution of the lawes / and ob- 
ſeruyng of the conſtitutions / muſt ne- 
des begyn of you/ that ye may teache 
vs pꝛiſtis to folowe you by lyuely ex- 
amples: oꝛ els truelye it wyll be ſayd 
of you: They laye greuous burdens 
vpon other mens backes / and they 
them ſelfe wyll nat as moche as tou⸗ 
che it with theyꝛ lyttell fynger. 

Foꝛſothe if you kepe the lawes: and 
if you refourme fyꝛſt your lyfe to the 
rules of the Canon lawes/than ſ hall 
ye gyue vs lyghte (in the whiche we 
maye ſe what is to be done of our 
part) that is to ſay/the lyght of your 
good example: And we ſeinge our fa- 
thers ſo kepig the lawes / wyll gladly 


folowe the ſteppes of our fathers. 
: Zbe 
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The clergies and ſpirituals parte 
ones refourmed in the churche / than 
maye we with a iuſte oꝛder pꝛocede 
to the refoꝛmation of the lays parte: 
The wbiche truely wyll be very eaſy 
to do: if we fyꝛſte be reformed. For 
the bodye folowethe tbe ſoule. And 
ſuche rulers as are in the citie / lyke 
dwellers be in it. wherfoꝛe if pꝛiſtes 
that haue the charge of ſoules be 
good / ſtreyghte the people wyll be 
good. Our goodnes ſ hall teache 
them mote clerelye to be good than 
all other teachinges and pzeachiges. 
Our goodnes ſhall compelle them 
in to the ryghte way /truelye more ef- 
fectuouſſy / than all your ſuſpendiges 
and curſynges. 
wherfoꝛe if ye wyll haue the laye 
people to lyue after your wyſſhe and 
wyll : fyꝛſte lyue you your ſelfe after 
the wyll of god. And ſo (truſt me) ye 
ſball get in tbe what ſo euer ye wyll. 
Ye 


ye wyll be obeyed of them / ⁊ righte 
hit is. Foꝛ in the epiſtell to the He⸗ 
bꝛewes / theſe are the woꝛdes of ſaynt 
Paule to the laye people. 
D bey (ſayth he) to your rulers / and 
be you ynder them. But if ye wylf 
haue this obedience: fyꝛſte perfoꝛme 
in you the reaſon and cauſe of obe- 
dience: the whiche the ſayde Paule 
dothe teache: and it foloweth in the 
texte: that is: Take you hede alſo 
diligẽtly / as thoughe ye ſhulde gyue 
a reckenynge foꝛ theyꝛ ſoules: and 
they wyll obey you. | 

you wyll be honoꝛed of the people: 
it is reaſon. Foꝛ ſaynt Paule wꝛiteth 
ynto Timothe: Pꝛiſtis that rule wel⸗ 
are woꝛthye double honours / chiefly 
thoſe that labour in woꝛde and tea- 
chynge. Therfoꝛe if ye deſire to be 
bonoured : fyꝛſte loke that ye rule 
well / and that ye labour in woꝛde and 
teachyng: and than ſhall the people 

| % haus 
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haue you in all honour. 

you wyll repe their carnall thinges/ 
and gether tithes © offrynges witb- 
out any ſtryuynge : rygbte it is. 
Foꝛ ſaynt Paule wꝛitynge vnto the 
Romanes / ſaith: They are dettours/ 
and ougbte to mynyſtre vnto you in 
carnall thynges. Fyꝛſte ſowe you 
your ſpirituall tbynges: and than ye 
ſball repe plentifullye they: carnall 
thynges. 2 truely that man is ve- 
ry barde and vniuſte / that wyll repe 
where be neuer dyd ſowe : and that 
will gether where he neuer ſkatered. 
ye wyll haue tbe churches libertie / 
and nat to be dꝛawen afoꝛe ſeculare 
iuges / and that alſo is ryghte. Fo: it 
is in tbe pſalmis. Touche ye nat myn 
annoynted. But if ye deſire this li- 
bertie: firſte vnlouſe your ſelfe from 
the woꝛldly bondage / and from the 
ſeruices of men : and lyfte vp your 


ſelfe in to tbe true libertie / the my 
tua 
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tuall libertie of Chꝛiſte / in to grace 
from ſynnes / and ſerue you god / and 
raigne in hym. And than (beleue me) 
the route wyll nat toucbe tbe gnoyn 
ted of they: loꝛde god. 

ye wolde be out of buſines in reſte 
and peace: and that is conuenient. 
But if ye wyll haue peace / come a- 
gayne to the god of peace and loue. 
Come agayne to Chꝛiſte / in whom is 
the very true peace of the godſte/the 
whiche paſſethe all wytte. Come 
agayne to youre ſelfe / and to youre 
pꝛiſtlye lyuynge. And to make an 
ende / as ſaynt Paule ſaythe: Be you 
refourmed in the newnes of your yn- 
derſtandynge / that you ſauour thoſe 
thynges that are of god: and the 
peace of god ſhall be with you. 

Theſe are they reuerent fatbers and 
rygbte famous men / that J thought 
to be ſayde foꝛ the refoꝛmation of the 
gchurches eſtate: J truſte ye wyll take 
5 C. ij. them 


1 Þþ... _ * ee oe 


them of your gentylnes to the beſte. 
And if parauenture it be thougbte/ 
that j baue paſte my boũdes in this 
ſermon / oꝛ haue ſaide any thynge out 
of tempꝛe/foꝛgyue it me: and ye ſhal 
foꝛgyue a man ſpeaking of very 3cle/ 
to a man ſoꝛowyng the decaye of the 
churche: and conſyder the thynge it 
ſelfe/nat regardynge any foliſſ henes. 
Conſider the miſerable fourme and 
ſtate of the churche: and endeuour 
your ſelfes with all your myndes to 
refourme it. 

Suffre nat fathers / this your ſo 
greatte a getherynge to departe in 
vayne. Suffre nat this your congre- 
tion to ſlyppe foꝛ naughte. 

Truely ye are gethered oſten tymes 
to gether (but by your fauoure to 


fpcake the trouthe) yet I ſc nat what 


frute comethe of your aſſemblynge⸗ 
namely to the churche. 

Ho ye nowe in the ſpirite that ye 
haue 
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haue called on / that by the helpe of 
it/ ye may in this your councell fynde 
out / decerne / and oꝛdeyne thoſe thyn- 
ges that maye be pꝛoſitable to the 
churche / pꝛayſe vnto you / ⁊ honour 
vnto god. Vnto whom be all ho⸗ 
nour 7 gloꝛie / foꝛ cuer moꝛe. Amen. 


Thomas Berthelet regius impreſſor 
excudebat. Cum priuilegio. 
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